
IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

DAVID L. de CSEPEL, et al.,

Plaintiffs,

vs.

REPUBLIC OF HUNGARY, et al.,

Defendants.

)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)

No. 1:10-cv-01261 (ESH)

MOTION FOR JUDICIAL NOTICE OF HUNGARIAN LAWS

P u rsu antto Ru le 201(b)(2)of the Fed eralRu les of Evid ence,the Repu blic of H u ngary,

The H u ngarian N ationalGallery,The M u seu m of Fine A rts,The M u seu m of A pplied A rts,and

The B u d apest University of Technology and Economics (collectively,“H u ngary”),throu gh

cou nsel,requ estthatthis C ou rttake ju d icialnotice of certain H u ngarian laws,as ithas d one on a

previou s occasion in this case (see D kt.N o.34,September1,2011 O rd er).

W H EREFO RE,forthe reasons more fu llysetforthin the accompanyingmemorand u m of

points and au thorities,to the extentappropriate,H u ngary requ ests thatthe C ou rttake ju d icial

notice of the followingH u ngarian laws:

1. H u ngarian C ivilC od e of 1959,A rt.27 8 (see D eclaration of Zoltán N ovakin su pport
of H u ngary’s M otion to D ismiss filed M ay18 ,2015(“N ovakD ecl.”),Exh.4).

2. H u ngarian C ivilC od e of 1959,A rt.466 (see N ovakD ecl.,Exh.5).

3. Excerpts of H u ngarian C ivilC od e of N o.V of 2013(see N ovakD ecl.,Exh.6).

4. H u ngarian GovernmentD ecree N o.449/2013(X I.28 ),and certified English
translation thereof (see N ovakD ecl.,Exh.7 ).
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5. H u ngarian A ctN o.C X C V of 2013on the A mend mentof C ertain L aws Related to the
Retu rn of C u ltu ralGood s of D ispu ted O wnership,Safegu ard ed in P u blic C ollections,
and certified Englishtranslation thereof (see N ovakD ecl.,Exh.8 ).

6. H u ngarian A ctN o.L X IV of 2001 on the P rotection of C u ltu ralH eritage,A rt.46,47 ,
and 55,and certified Englishtranslation thereof (see N ovakD ecl.,Exh.15).

CERTIFICATION PURSUANT TO LCvR 7(m)

Und ersigned cou nselforH u ngaryherebycertifies,pu rsu antto L C vR 7 (m),thatagood

faitheffortwas mad e to d iscu ss the su bjectof this M otion,and the relief requ ested herein,with

cou nselforthe P laintiffs.P laintiffs’cou nselstated thatP laintiffs reserve the rightto oppose the

M otion.The parties jointlypropose thatP laintiffs file anyopposition to the M otion forJu d icial

N otice withtheiropposition to the M otion to D ismiss on Ju ne 24,2015.

D ated :M ay18 ,2015 Respectfu llysu bmitted ,

/s/ Emily C. Harlan
EmilyC .H arlan (B arN o.98 9267 )

N IX O N P EA B O D Y L L P
401 N inthStreet,N .W .,Su ite 900
W ashington,D .C .20004-2128
Telephone:(202)58 5-8 000
Facsimile:(202)58 5-8 0 8 0
eharlan@ nixonpeabod y.com

Thad d eu s J.Stau ber(pro hac vice)
SarahErickson A nd ré (pro hac vice)
Irene Tatevosyan (pro hac vice)

N IX O N P EA B O D Y L L P
555W estFifthStreet,46th Floor
L os A ngeles,C A 90013

Counsel for Defendants Republic of Hungary,
The Hungarian National Gallery, The Museum
of Fine Arts, The Museum of Applied Arts, and
The Budapest University of Technology and
Economics
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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

DAVID L. de CSEPEL, et al.,

Plaintiffs,

vs.

REPUBLIC OF HUNGARY, et al.,

Defendants.

)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)

No. 1:10-cv-01261 (ESH)

MEMORANDUM OF POINTS AND AUTHORITIES IN SUPPORT OF
MOTION FOR JUDICIAL NOTICE OF HUNGARIAN LAWS

P u rsu antto Ru le 201(b)(2)of the Fed eralRu les of Evid ence,the Repu blic of H u ngary,

The H u ngarian N ationalGallery,The M u seu m of Fine A rts,The M u seu m of A pplied A rts,and

The B u d apestUniversity of Technologyand Economics (collectively,“H u ngary”)herebysu bmit

this M emorand u m of P oints and A u thorities in Su pportof theirM otion forJu d icialN otice of

H u ngarian L aws.

I. The Court May Take Judicial Notice of Facts That Are Not Subject to Reasonable
Dispute Where Their Accuracy Can Be Determined By Reliable Sources.

P u rsu antto Ru le 201(b)(2)of the Fed eralRu les of Evid ence,cou rts maytake ju d icial

notice of facts thatare notsu bjectto reasonable d ispu te and are capable of accu rate and read y

d etermination by resortto sou rces whose accu racy cannotreasonablybe qu estioned .W here a

C ou rtis su pplied withthe necessaryinformation,takingju d icialnotice is mand atory.See Fed .

R.Evid .201(d ).
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II. To the Extent Necessary, Hungary Requests that This Court Take Judicial Notice of
Certain Hungarian Laws.

To the extentthatju d icialnotice is appropriate to recognize the existence of foreign

legislation,H u ngaryrequ ests thatthis C ou rttake ju d icialnotice of the existence of the following

H u ngarian laws:

1. H u ngarian C ivilC od e of 1959,A rt.27 8 (see D eclaration of Zoltán N ovakin su pport
of H u ngary’s M otion to D ismiss filed M ay18 ,2015(“N ovakD ecl.”),Exh.4).

2. H u ngarian C ivilC od e of 1959,A rt.466 (see N ovakD ecl.,Exh.5).

3. Excerpts of H u ngarian C ivilC od e of N o.V of 2013(see N ovakD ecl.,Exh.6).

4. H u ngarian GovernmentD ecree N o.449/2013(X I.28 ),and certified English
translation thereof (see N ovakD ecl.,Exh.7 ).

5. H u ngarian A ctN o.C X C V of 2013on the A mend mentof C ertain L aws Related to the
Retu rn of C u ltu ralGood s of D ispu ted O wnership,Safegu ard ed in P u blic C ollections,
and certified Englishtranslation thereof (see N ovakD ecl.,Exh.8 ).

6. H u ngarian A ctN o.L X IV of 2001 on the P rotection of C u ltu ralH eritage,A rt.46,47 ,
and 55,and certified Englishtranslation thereof (see N ovakD ecl.,Exh.15).

H u ngarynotes that,in an O rd erd ated September1,2011,this C ou rtgranted H u ngary’s

motion forju d icialnotice of othersimilarlypostu red H u ngarian laws (see D kt.N o.34,

September1,2011 O rd er).These inclu d e laws cited in Zoltán N ovak’s d eclaration in su pportof

H u ngary’s M otion to D ismiss filed M ay18 ,2015(see N ovakD ecl.Exhs.1-3and 9-14).

CONCLUSION

Forthe reasons setforthabove,H u ngaryrespectfu llyrequ ests thatthe C ou rtgrant,in its

entirety,H u ngary’s M otion forJu d icialN otice of H u ngarian L aws.
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D ated :M ay18 ,2015 Respectfu llysu bmitted ,

/s/ Emily C. Harlan
EmilyC .H arlan (B arN o.98 9267 )

N IX O N P EA B O D Y L L P
401 N inthStreet,N .W .,Su ite 900
W ashington,D .C .20004-2128
Telephone:(202)58 5-8 000
Facsimile:(202)58 5-8 0 8 0
eharlan@ nixonpeabod y.com

Thad d eu s J.Stau ber(pro hac vice)
SarahErickson A nd ré (pro hac vice)
Irene Tatevosyan (pro hac vice)

N IX O N P EA B O D Y L L P
555W estFifthStreet,46th Floor
L os A ngeles,C A 90013

Counsel for Defendants Republic of Hungary,
The Hungarian National Gallery, The Museum
of Fine Arts, The Museum of Applied Arts, and
The Budapest University of Technology and
Economics
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

IH EREB Y C ERTIFY thaton this 18 thd ayof M ay,2015,Icau sed the foregoingM otion

forJu d icialN otice of H u ngarian L aws to be served ,viathe C ou rt’s EC F electronic filingsystem,

u pon the followingcou nselof record in this matter:

M ichaelD .H ays
A lyssaT.Sau nd ers
C ooley L L P
1299 P ennsylvaniaA venu e,N W
Su ite 7 00
W ashington,D C 20004

M ichaelShu ster
D oritUngarB lack
H olwellShu ster& Gold bergL L P
125B road Street
N ew Y ork,N Y 10017

A lyciaRegan B enenati
Sheron Korpu s
Kasowitz,B enson,Torres & Fried man L L P
1633B road way
N ew Y ork,N Y 10019

_/s/ Emily C. Harlan_____
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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

DAVID L. de CSEPEL, et al.,

Plaintiffs,

vs.

REPUBLIC OF HUNGARY, et al.,

Defendants.

)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)

No. 1:10-cv-01261(ESH)

[PROPOSED] ORDER GRANTING
MOTION FOR JUDICIAL NOTICE OF HUNGARIAN LAWS

Upon consideration of the Republic of Hungary, The Hungarian National Gallery, The

Museum of Fine Arts, The Museum of Applied Arts, and The Budapest University of

Technology and Economics’ (collectively, “Hungary”) Motion For Judicial Notice of Hungarian

Laws (“Motion”) and the Memorandum of Points and Authorities in support thereof, it is this

___ day of ______, 2015, hereby:

ORDERED, that the Motion be, and it hereby is, granted; and it is further

ORDERED, that the Court takes judicial notice of the following Hungarian laws:

1. Hungarian Civil Code of 1959, Art. 278;

2. Hungarian Civil Code of 1959, Art. 466;

3. Excerpts of Hungarian Civil Code of No. V of 2013;

4. Hungarian Government Decree No. 449/2013 (XI. 28), and certified English
translation thereof;

5. Hungarian Act No. CXCV of 2013 on the Amendment of Certain Laws Related to the
Return of Cultural Goods of Disputed Ownership, Safeguarded in Public Collections,
and certified English translation thereof; and
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6. Hungarian Act No. LXIV of 2001 on the Protection of Cultural Heritage, Art. 46, 47,
and 55, and certified English translation thereof.

___________________________________
Hon. Ellen S. Huvelle
United States District Judge
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